Counselor’s Corner

December 2010 Newsletter

WELCOME!!

Welcome to our first edition of the Counselor’s Corner, a newsletter published quarterly by the Scofield Magnet Middle School guidance department. The newsletter features information related to academics, happenings around school and other topics of interest to Scofield Magnet Middle School students and parents. The newsletter will also be posted on our website at www.magnmetmiddle.org. 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION:

Mrs. Fox 

White, Black & Gold 

Team Counselor

977-2767

jfox@ci.stamford.ct.us

Mrs. Warner

Turquoise, Silver &Purple Team Counselor

(203)977-2757

kwarner@ci.stamford.ct.us

Mr. Valdez

School Psychologist

(203)977-2760

lvadlez@ci.stamford.ct.us

Dr. Federici 

School Social Worker

(203)977-2761

tfederici@ci.stamford.ct.us

Sonia Estrada 

Parent Facilitator 

(203)977-1117

ATTENDANCE POLICY REMINDER

Attending school daily and on time is an integral part of academic success. If your child is going to be absent on a particular day, you MUST notify the office in the morning on that day that your child plans to be out or tardy. Please call the main office at 977-2750 and follow the prompts for the attendance line or call the nurse’s line at 977-2758.

Please check the homework hotline for missed assignments. 

TIPS FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS

As school counselors, we often get questions about how to best help your child succeed academically. 

1. Organize, organize, organize! Have your child keep his/her materials where they belong both at school and at home. Have designated folders and notebooks and be sure that work is filed accordingly in the right place

2. Use the agenda book! Students are responsible for several academic subjects. Using the agenda book is a good habit that will serve them well throughout their academic careers
3. Students should post their schedules in their lockers. Each morning, they glance at their schedule and make sure they have the proper materials for each class. Being prepared for class each day is the first step to academic success. 

CMT TIME
Connecticut Mastery Tests are a big deal in the life of a SPS middle school student, and they will be here before we know it. We are often asked “How can I help my child do well on the CMTs” and the answer is in fact as simple as getting back to the basics.  Students who practice their academic and study skills on a regular basis (by completing their assignments and staying organized) put themselves in a better position to meet with success.  Have your child show you what he/she is working on, and ask questions about it.  Practicing skills such as restating the questions, identifying key words, and justifying the answers will be a benefit when it’s time to open the 2011 CMT booklets in March.  Testing usually begins the first week in March and lasts for about two weeks.  Specific dates will be posted on our school website just as soon as they are made available.  It is critical that all students attend school every day, and especially during CMTs.  Students should be well rested, have a good breakfast, and come to school on time to provide optimal conditions for learning.  With the right preparation and a positive attitude, CMTs, like any other challenge, can be met with confidence. The skills for CMT success are skills for a lifetime of success! Let’s make every day count!

INTRAMURALS

Intramural sports are a great way to promote physical fitness, teamwork and self-esteem. Intramural sports are offered throughout the school year on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Intramurals will start again after February vacation. To participate in intramural sports, parents are to write a note allowing their child to participate and whether the child will be picked up by a parent after school or take the late bus home. Students must then sign-up on the afterschool sheet in advisory the morning of the day they plan to participate. 

Any questions? Contact Mr. O’Connell at joconnell@ci.stamford.ct.us 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec. 16: Winter concert 7:30 p.m.

· Dec. 17: Second quarter progress reports go home

· Dec. 23: Early release

· Jan. 12: Early release

· Jan. 17: No school

· Jan. 21: End of 2nd quarter 

· Feb. 4: Report cards go home

· Feb. 1: Center for Global Studies applications due

· Feb. 10: AITE applications due

· Jan. 12: 8th grade exhibition pot luck dinner

· 2nd semester clubs will start in February. Date TBA

