MINUTES

SCOFIELD PTP MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2008
Attendees:  Ms. Jan Rossman, Dr. Reina Costanzo, Mr. Bryan Olkowski, Ms. Louise McMinn, Mrs. Linda Gubitosa, Ms. Nicole Mariciano, Cheryl Nowotarski, Jackie Vartuli, Sharon Burhans, Patricia Robalino, Wendy Tang, Sandy Holbrook, Patricia Rood, Kim Maloney, John Maloney, Pierina Oliveri, Angela Przypek, Nancy Baron, Tai Gordon, Yajayra Chang, Caroline Smit, Ulla Bretschneider, Lauren Riordan, Kris Burbank, David Rubin, Bridgette Niesen, Tammy Jack, Dorie Parrott, Sharon Beadle, Yadira Camilo Shen, Bud Freund, Janet Teijon, Alberto Castillo, Louise Lo, Oliver Kaufman, Hope Weisel, Jim Jim, Hope Levensohn, Wendy Kaufman, Susan Van Ceira, Jenny Henkind, Tracy Robushi, Wayne Robushi, Lynn Rule, Roxanne Lunney, Kevin Pierce, Deena Brodie, Deirdre Kilian, Haiwen Ma, Jason Zhu, Brigita McLeod, Yaneth Turbay-Acuna, Susan Kosterich, Ruviano Martinez, Evelyn Simpson, Rose Marie Ricciardi, Joy Baldridge, Suzette Schepps, Monique Perna, Eileen Westfahl, Robin Story, Cathy Drenckhahn, Susan Vance, Mr. Forde, Mr. Ellsworth, and Mrs. Brooker.

1.  Welcome to all from Eileen Westfahl and Laura Burwick, Co Presidents of

      Scofield PTP.  Candy being sold - $20/box of 52, car magnets $5/each.

2. Welcome to all from Principal Jan Rossman.  The PTP is very important at Scofield.  Stay involved!

3. Introduction of Mr. Bryan Olkowski, Asst. Principal and Dr. Reina Costanzo, Asst. Principal.  Each gave a little bit of background about themselves.

4. Introduction of Fran D’Agostino, Scofield’s in-house Math coach.  Spoke

about the GE Grant, district math curriculum, and the new 6th grade Connected Math Program.

5. Jan Rossman discussed Superintendent Starr’s plan on closing the gap

in Math and Reading in Stamford.  More time for Math, Reading and Writing.  One hour blocks of Math and Language Arts/ Reading now everyday.  Ms Rossman said that Scofield’s CMT scores last year were – 93% Math, 90% Reading and 91% Writing at or above grade level.  New literacy class as an exploratory this year. Literacy support teachers are in place at Scofield.

Introduced Scofield teachers at the meeting: Mrs. Gubitosa-Spanish, Mr. Forde-Science, Mr. Ellsworth-Social Studies, Ms. McMinn-Science, Ms. Marciano-Spanish, Ms. Brooker-Reading

6. Dr. Costanzo touched on “What to expect in Middle School” and passed 

out contact information to parents and contact info for the Scofield guidance teachers.

7. Jan Rossman – after school activities.  Ms. McMinn, Science teacher for 8th grade purple team, secured a grant for after school.  Any parent wishing to run an after school activity should contact Ms. McMinn at lmcminn@ci.stamford.ct.us.   Mr. Olkowski spoke of TV Studio possibly being offered as an after school activity this year.  A teacher from Westhill has expressed interest in running the studio.  Mr. Olkowski is looking for donations or grants of about $3000.

8. Late Buses – Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  After school activities will    

      start once the buses start running, like cross country and intramurals.

9. Mrs. Gubitosa – Scofield Spanish Teacher, spoke of the Multi Cultural   

Festival planned right now for Wednesday, Oct. 29th.  Parent volunteers are needed to supply all the paper goods for the evening.  This is a school wide event with each family bringing an ethnic dish to feed 20.  Students get credit for attending, bringing a dish, and sampling other dishes.  Entertainment is being arranged.  Mrs. Gubitosa also brought up the idea of a field trip to Costa Rica during April break, April 18-25th.  It will be open first to 8th graders.  The trip will need 2 chaperones/10 students.  Cost per person is approx. $2350 and includes everything but beverages.  It is an outdoor hiking trip, which will include rip cording and exploring the rain forest.  Ms. Diomandes, 6th grade Science teacher, will also accompany Mrs. Gubitosa as a chaperone.  Contact them if your 8th grade child is interested.

10. Open House is Wednesday, Oct. 24th from 7-9 PM.  Scofield students  

should stay home.  This is only for parents.  

11. Eileen and Laura spoke of future PTP meetings.  Will not be having one 

every month.  Looking for speakers to come in.  Planned so far – Nov. meeting, parent Lauren Riordan, Clinical Psychologist, will speak.  In Jan., an FBI agent will be in to speak about Internet Safety.  The agent will speak with students during the day.  Thinking of a Math/Science night in March/April.

12. Eileen Westfahl spoke of different things the PTP is selling right now: Spiritwear, car magnets, locker organizers.  Mum sale flyers passed out, pre-orders due Sept. 19th, Fall fundraiser packets due Sept. 24th.

13. Introduction of the PTP:  Dave Rubin-Treasurer, Kris Burbank-VP 

     Volunteers, Yadira Shen-Book Fair and Member at Large, Susan Vance-VP   

          Fundraising, Sharon Beadle-BOE Rep, and Cathy Drenckhahn-Recording  

          Secretary. 

14. Kris Burbank – Welcomed everyone to please get involved and spoke of different ways to get involved.

15. Dave Rubin – overview of PTP Budget.

16. Stamford Youth Foundation-Lisa Richter-Flaig and Regan Allan.  All parent volunteer.  Foundation has 150 football players citywide and 450 cheerleaders.  Regan Allan spoke of a new program, Odyssey of the Mind, academic enrichment for grades 2-8.  Includes all elementary schools and this year is a pilot program for Rippowam and Scofield Middle Schools. Next year it will be offered to all Middle Schools.  Each school will have one team (unless a large number sign up), will work on long term problem solving, studying animals, interpreting classics and/or building mechanical objects.  Will go on to a statewide competition.  Parent meeting Monday, Sept. 22nd at the Gov’t Center.  Parents are an integral part of this program.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Cathy Drenckhahn September 21, 2008. 

